
Som e one  once  told m e , th e  
th ings  you dre ad th e  m os t turn 
out to be  th e  gre ate s t 
e xpe rie nce s . I ne ve r re ally gave  
it m uch  th ough t until th is  
m orning. Lying in be d in th e  
com forts  of h om e  I couldn't h e lp 
but th ink , “w h y am  I  doing th is ”. I 
m us t adm it, up until a fe w  h ours  
ago i w as  e xtre m e ly s k e ptical of 
th is  program . Th e  ide a of 
bringing toge th e r nine  h undre d 
boys  in a s ix day confe re nce  at 
Ride r Unive rs ity w as  s om e w h at 
dis conce rting. I m e an, h ow  do 
you s tand out am ongs t pe e rs  
w h o are  jus t, if not m ore , 
q ualifie d th an yours e lf. I 
e nvis ione d a w e e k  of nine  
h undre d guys  figh ting for political 
pos itions , and as  you m igh t 
im agine  it w as  not th e  pre ttie s t 
picture . H ow e ve r afte r only a fe w  
s h ort h ours  m y e ntire  pe rce ption 
of th e  “Boy's  State  Program ” 
dras tically ch ange d.

Afte r w aiting in line  for 
clos e  to forty m inute s  I w as  
finally able  to m ak e  m y w ay to 
m y dorm  and ge t s e ttle d. Afte r 
th e  te dious  ch e ck  in progre s s  I 
w as  probably m ore  s k e ptical 
th an e ve r. Look ing around, I did 
not re ally s e e  anyone  th at I 
th ough t I w ould be com e  frie nds  
w ith . Th e  w h ole  s ituation jus t 
s e e m e d s trange  to m e . 
None th e le s s  it w as  s oon tim e  for 
Polk  City's  firs t m e e ting. A 
couple  of m inute s  into th e  
m e e ting I be gan to s e e  th ings  
diffe re ntly. To m y s urpris e , m os t 
of th e  young m e n s urrounding 
m e  re m inde d m e  of m ys e lf. Th e y 

w e re  re laxe d guys  w h o 
ge nuine ly w ante d to h ave  a good 
tim e  and e njoy th is  w e e k . I can't 
s pe ak  for oth e r citie s , but afte r 
only a couple  of h ours , k ids  from  
Polk  City w h o h ave  jus t m e t 
appe are d to be  long tim e  frie nds .

W h e n our m e e ting 
be gan our couns e lors  gave  us  
an inte re s ting orie ntation. Each  
couns e lor s e e m e d to e m ph as iz e  
th e  s am e  th ing: “ge t involve d”. 
W e  w e re  th e n inform e d th at Polk  
City w ould h old its  firs t e le ctions . 
Th is  w as  a little  s urpris ing 
cons ide ring I h ad only be e n at 
Boy's  State  for a h alf an H our, 
and at th is  point I s till didn't re ally 
k now  w h at it w as  all about. I 
initially th ough t to m ys e lf, “Oh , 
th is  is  w h e n it ge ts  s e rious , I jus t 
w ant to h ave  s om e  fun”. But 
again I w as  w rong. Eve ryone  
re m aine d re laxe d and frie ndly 
th rough out th e  proce s s  and th e  
voting actually turne d out to be  
“fun”. 

Be fore  th e  voting 
be gan, th e  w ords  of m y 
couns e lors  w e re  e ch oing in m y 
h e ad: “ge t involve d”. I figure d I 
w ould only be  h e re  once  s o  I 
m igh t as  w e ll. Now  I'm  glad I 
m ade  th at de cis ion. I ran for 
s e ve ral pos itions . De s pite  los ing 
a fe w , I s taye d w ith  it and if I h ad 
not I w ould not be  w h e re  I am  
righ t now : Managing Editor of th e  
ne w s pape r. By ge tting involve d 
from  th e  s tart m y Boy's  State  
e xpe rie nce  h as  be e n fun and 
e xciting and I be lie ve  I w ill 
continue  th is  w ay. 
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Boys ' State  Firs t Im pre s s ions

Stude nts  ge t to k now  e ach  oth e r on th e  firs t day of Boys  
State .



As  m os t citiz e ns  of Boys  
State  probably k now   by now , a s m all 
conve nie nce  s tore  ow ne d by Arab-
Am e ricans  w as  fire -bom be d.  Tw o 
pe ople  w e re  confirm e d de ad 
im m e diate ly, th re e  die d in th e  
h os pital e arlie r in th e  w e e k  due  to 
s e ve re  th ird-de gre e  burns , and five  
are  s till at th e  h os pital in critical 
condition.  Sadly victim s  of th e  
fire bom bing w e re  force d to be  s e nt to 
a h os pital 20 m inute s  aw ay from  
Adam s , w h ich  m any s ay contribute s  
to th e  re as on for s e ve ral fatalitie s .

Th e  culprit of th e  fire -
bom bing w as  arre s te d only ye s te rday 
and according to police  re ports , h e  is  
none  oth e r th an th e  e x-W as h ington 
councilm e n David H as s e lh off, w h o 
abandone d h is  pos ition afte r s e ve ral 
com plaints  of racial pre judice  and 
bigotry agains t h im .  Police  are  now  
h olding h im  in Adam s  City Jail w ith  
no bail, w h e re  h e  aw aits  trial.

Re ce ntly, a re porte r from  
Boys  State  Ne w s pape r s cave nge d 
th e  s tre e ts  for opinions  and 
inform ation on Mr. H as s e lh off.  One  
clos e  frie nd of h is  w as  able  to s h e d 
ligh t on Mr. H as s e lh off's  fanitical 
racial pre judice  and bigotry.

1.“Be lie ve  m e , David h as  e ve ry righ t 
in th e  w orld to be  a racis t!” claim s  an 
anonym ous  s ource , w h o claim s  to be  
a “love r” of Mr H as s e lh off.  “During 
h is  h igh  s ch ool ye ars  h e  w as  bullie d 
and pick e d on by th e  black s  and h is  
dis crim ination agains t arabs  is  
obvious ly jus tifiable  be caus e  of all 
th e  h e inous  crim e s  th e y've  

com m itte d.  Since  re ach ing 
adulth ood, h e  h as  righ tfully done  
e ve ryth ing in h is  pow e r to s e e  to it 
th at oth e rs  are  not h arm e d by th e s e  
dange rous  m inoritie s  in th e  s am e  
w ay h e  w as ... e ve n if it m e ans  h e  
m us t s uffe r for it.”

2.Of cours e , oth e rs  tak e  a le s s  
unde rs tanding attitude  tow ards  h is  
actions .  Th e  Unite d Arab 
As s ociation of Am e rica h as  tak e n a 
s tand agains t David, pick e ting in front 
of th e  courth ous e  w ith  s igns  
conde m ning dis crim ination agains t 
all Mus lim s  as  te rroris ts .  Th e  
Extre m is t Mus lim  nation h as  e ve n 
gone  s o far as  to de clare  a jih ad 
agains t Mr. H as s e lh off, m ak ing h im  a 
s w orn e ne m y of Mus lim s  e ve ryw h e re .
ce rtain th at h e  s h all s ch e dule d for 
trial s om e tim e  w ith in th e  follow ing 
w e e k .

3.A large  group of young pe ople  
prote s ting for pe ace  am ongs t all 
nations  are  als o prote s ting in front of 
th e  Adam s  City Courth ous e .  Many 
w e re  de e ply dis turbe d by Mr. 
H as s e lh off's  racis t vie w s  and 
“unde niable  lack  of logic.”  One  
m e m be r s aid, “W e  are  h e re  today not 
to conde m n Mr. H as s e lh off, but to 
conde m n h is  actions .  De s pite , th e  
h avoc caus e d by te rroris ts  w orldw ide , 
w e  cannot dis play our ignorance  by 
as s um ing e ve ry pe rs on w ith  a be ard 
and turban is  a th re at to Am e rican 
s e curity.  W e  cannot figh t fire  w ith  fire  
h e re  in our ow n city, am ongs t our 
ve ry ow n com m unity.  W e  are  s im ply 
te aring th e  gap be tw e e n ours e lve s  
furth e r and furth e r by doing s uch .”

4.At th e  m om e nt, no one  is  q uite  
ce rtain of h ow  th e  courts  w ill vie w  Mr. 
H as s e lh off's  crim inal act, th ough  it is  
ce rtain th at h e  w ill be  s ch e dule d for 
trial s om e tim e  late r th is  w e e k .

Pe ople  s pe ak  out on fire  bom b
By Ch ris toph e r Cas tro
Editor-Adam s  City

Th e  W orld
    of Sports

By Parim al Garg
Editor-Van Bure n City

Since  w e  h ave  be e n 
q uarantine d from  th e  outs ide  w orld at 
Boys ' State , h e re  are  th e  late s t e ve nts  
from  profe s s ional s ports :

On Sunday, th e  M iam i H e at 
de fe ate d th e  Dallas  Mave rick s  101-100 in 
ove rtim e  to tak e  a 3-2 s e rie s  le ad in th e  
NBA Finals .  M iam i's  Dw ayne  W ade  
s core d 43 points , including th e  tw o gam e -
w inning fre e  th row s  w ith  1.9  s e conds  le ft 
in ove rtim e , w h ile  Jas on Te rry s core d 35 
points  in a los ing e ffort for Dallas .  M iam i 
can w in th e  2006 NBA Ch am pions h ip 
w ith  a victory in Gam e  6 at Dallas  on 
Tue s day nigh t.  For th os e  of you w h os e  
favorite  te am  is  not Miam i or Dallas , you 
can alw ays  look  forw ard to ne xt ye ar, 
s tarting w ith  th e  NBA Draft on June  28th .

Ph il Mick e ls on ne arly w on h is  
th ird s traigh t m ajor ch am pions h ip at th e  
2006 U.S. Ope n at W inge d Foot, but h is  
q ue s t w as  de raile d by Ge off Ogilvy. 
Mick e ls on, playing in th e  final group, 
cam e  to th e  18th  h ole  on Sunday at + 4, 
ah e ad of Ogilvy at + 5.  H ow e ve r, 
Mick e ls on double  boge ye d th e  h ole , 
giving Ogilvy th e  victory by one  s trok e . 
Tige r W oods , re turning from  a 9 -w e e k  
abs e nce  due  to th e  de ath  of h is  fath e r, 
m is s e d th e  cut, s h ooting back -to-back  
76s  on Th urs day and Friday on th e  ve ry 
difficult par-70 cours e .  H e  finis h e d at 
+ 12, w h ich  w as  th re e  s trok e s  off th e  cut.

Th e  2006 FIFA W orld Cup 
continue d on Sunday, w ith  Braz il, th e  
cons e ns us  favor ite  to w in it all, 
de fe ating Aus tralia 2-0 in group play. 
France  s core d a goal in th e  W orld Cup 
for th e  firs t tim e  s ince  19 9 8 in a 1-1 tie  
w ith  South  Kore a.  Japan and Croatia 
playe d to a s core le s s  draw .  If you 
h ave n't be e n follow ing th e  W orld Cup, th e  
Unite d State s  h as  one  draw  and one  
los s , follow ing an e m baras s ing 3-0 los s  
to th e  Cz e ch  Re public w ith  a gus ty 1-1 tie  
w ith  Italy in w h ich  th e  Am e ricans  playe d 
m os t of th e  s e cond h alf one  m an dow n. 
If th e  U.S. de fe ats  Gh ana on Th urs day 
and Italy de fe ats  th e  Cz e ch  Re public, th e  
U.S. w ill advance  to th e  round of 16 out 
of one  of th e  m os t difficult groups .

W e 'll try and k e e p you update d 
on th e  late s t s ports  ne w s  th rough out th e  
w e e k , e s pe cially de ve lopm e nts  in th e  
NBA Finals  and th e  W orld Cup.




