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A Fillm ore  Pe rs pe ctive
by Mark  Pratico, Fillm ore

Be ing one  of th e  850 boys  
s e le cte d to atte nd Ne w  Je rs e y 
Boys ' State  is  inde e d a 
pre s tigious  h onor.  You ge t a 
firs t-h and e xpe rie nce  on h ow  
gove rnm e nt w ork s , lis te n to 
s pe ak e rs  of h igh  political and 
fe de ral rank s  (lik e  State  
Se nator Bill Baroni). You als o 
h ave  th e  privile ge  of atte nding 
s e m inars  pe rtaining to care e rs  
th at inte re s t you, but m os t 
im portantly, you m e e t and 
s pe ak  to a lot de le gate s  from  
all around th e  s tate  and for 
frie nds h ips  th at you w ill 
re m e m be r fore ve r.  Alth ough  
th is  is  a truly re w arding and 
be ne ficial e xpe rie nce  th at 
appe als  to a gre at de al of 
colle ge s , th e re  are  inde e d 
s om e  s acrifice s  to be  m ade . 

Atte nding Boys ' State  
re q uire s  abandoning your 
com fortable  life s tyle  for a 
w h ole  w e e k .  Th at m e ans  no 
TV, only th re e  m e als  pe r day, a 
s h ort s h ow e r, and a ve ry 
re gim e nte d s ch e dule .  Als o, 
th e  typical day at Boys ' State  

include s  only tw o h ours  of fre e  
tim e , and for s om e , w h o are  
involve d in city and county 
pos itions , th e y h ave  dutie s  th at 
w ill proh ibit th e m  from  fre e  
tim e .  

Th e  de le gate s  of Boys ' 
State , de s pite  th e  de m anding 
s ch e dule  and s acrifice s , are  
ve ry e nth us e d about th e  
program .  Fillm ore  w alk s  th e  
grounds  of th e  cam pus  
ch anting a ve rs ion of th e  
“Re m e m be r th e  Titans ” s ong, 
and “'Ste ve  W ill Rock  You” to 
s h ow  th e ir re s pe ct for th e ir 
inge nious  couns e lor, Ste ve . 

For th e  pas t tw o days , 
Fillm ore  h as  be e n com ing up 
w ith  w ays  to s olve  th e ir city's  
proble m s  s uch  as  pollution, a 
h igh  une m ploym e nt rate , and 
traffic proble m s . Th e  city's  
m e m be rs  h ave  rapidly be com e  
ve ry clos e  frie nds , and th e ir 
ne w ly form e d bonds  w ill s ure ly 
as s is t th e m  in th e ir q ue s t to 
s olve  th e ir proble m s  and turn 

A Double -Edge d Sw ord
by Raj Pate l, Taylor

A dich otom ous  tre nd is  
occurring at Boys ' State . It 
appe ars  as  th ough  s tate s m e n 
are n't voting along party line s  
anym ore . Ins te ad s tate s m e n are  
voting along city line s . Alth ough  
th e  original bipartis an proble m  
w as  s olve d, a ne w  proble m  
s urface d its e lf.

For e xam ple , in th e  
Vande nbe rg County e le ctions , 
Fillm ore  alm os t s w e pt Taylor. 
Alth ough  th e re  w as  a balance  
be tw e e n th e  tw o partie s ' 
re pre s e ntation to th e  le gis lature , 
all five  as s e m blym e n and th re e  
s e nators  w e re  from  Fillm ore . In 
th e  county e le ctions , Fillm ore  took  
a m ajority. Th e  county e xe cutive  
and th re e  of th e  five  fre e h olde rs  
w e re  from  Fillm ore . Th is  
im balance  m ay be  due  to th e  fact 
th at Fillm ore  h as  44 citiz e ns  w h ile  
Taylor h as  41. 

Als o, in Nim itz  County, Monroe  
s w e pt Jack s on for county e le cte d 
re pre s e ntative s . Monroe  claim e d 
four fre e h olde r pos tions  and all 
s e nate  and as s e m bly s pots .

Ove rall th is  tre nd can be  fairly 
e xplaine d. Th e  proble m s  th at th e  
countie s  face d w e re  dis pute s  
be tw e e n citie s . Ins te ad of h aving 
a Nationalis t and a Fe de ralis t s ide  
to th e  is s ue , th e re  w as  a Taylor 
and a Fillm ore  s ide . Ins te ad of 
dis appe aring, it m orph e d its e lf 
into a diffe re nt proble m . As  long 
as  proble m s  e xis t, th e re  w ill be  
tw o s ide s  to e ve ry is s ue .
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Boys ' State  is  gradually com ing to a 
clos e . I'd lik e  to s ay it all w e nt by 
q uick ly, but it h as n't. Pe rs onally, I fe e l 
th at tim e  h as  dragge d on a bit. By no 
m e ans  h ave  th e  pas t fe w  days  be e n 
e as y. Noth ing in life  truly w orth  doing 
is  e as y. Since  Monday nigh t, th is  
ne w s pape r h as  cons um e d m y tim e , 
focus , and s anity. Ye t s till I cannot s ink  
into th e  infe rnal abys s  of total 
cynicis m . Th is  is  a labor of love ; a 
s trange  s ym biotic re lations h ip I h ave  
w ith  th is  publication (and m y e go). 

No fe e ling com pare s  to th e  joy of 
re ce iving com plim e nts  on an is s ue . 
Th e re fore , it is  to all th e  de le gate s  th at 
I re nde r m y m os t s ince re  th ank s  for 
th e ir continue d s upport. Exce ls ior!  

by Jonath an Gue rra, Jack son
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Diary of a De le gate  III Blood Drive  Se t to H e lp Ne e dy
by Ian Bus s ard, Adam s

As  you are  all aw are , blood 
is  alw ays  a ne ce s s ity. 
H os pitals  re q uire  ne arly 2,000 
blood products  e ve ry day. 
Additionally, O and B ne gative  
are  in e xtre m e ly s h ort 
s upplie s . Th os e  donating w h o 
s uffe r from  Sick le  Ce ll Ane m ia 
can h e lp oth e rs  w ith  th is  
dis e as e  balance  back  to 
h e alth y blood le ve ls . One  
blood donation s ave s  th re e  
live s , s o it is  im portant to k e e p 
in m ind h ow  e as y it is  to re ach  
out and h e lp oth e rs . Ple as e  
be  advis e d th at you m us t be  
at le as t 17 ye ars  of age  and 
110 pounds  or m ore  to 
donate . Th os e  w h o h ave  

donate d le s s  th an 56 days  (8 
w e e k s ) be fore  today are  
ine ligible  for donation. 
Trave le rs  w h o h ave  ve nture d 
out of th e  Unite d State s  m ay 
or m ay not be  e ligible  to 
donate . Ple as e  as k  th e  blood 
drive  organiz e r for m ore  
de tails . Th e  blood drive  runs  
from  12 p.m . to 6 p.m . in th e  
Fire s ide  Lounge  (Room  245) 
in th e  Bart Lue de k e  Ce nte r. 
Th e  Re d Cros s  th ank s  you for 
your donations .

Double  Digit Inflation Again?
by Vince nt Re itano, Pie rce

Flas h  back  to th e  Jim m y Carte r 
ye ars  w h e n th e  te rm s  “runaw ay 
inflation” or “double -digit” inflation 
w e re  coine d. During th is  tim e , 
inflation w as  at an all-tim e  h igh , 
ultim ate ly le ading to e conom ic 
uph e aval and ye ars  of difficult 
tim e s . Now , fas t-forw ard to th e  
approach ing s um m e r of 2008. An 
obs e rvant citiz e n s h ould h ave  
notice d th e  m ultitude  of ne w s  
re ports  alluding to th e  ris ing cos ts  
of products  and s e rvice s ; 
e s s e ntially, th is  cons titute s  an 
e le m e ntary ye t vital de finition of 
inflation. Price s  are  incre as ing, 
and double -digit inflation is  
re turning to Am e rica. W h at caus e s  
inflation, and w h at can be  done  to 
com bat it? A bas ic unde rs tanding 

of th e  Fe de ral Re s e rve  and 
Financial Mark e ts  are  us e ful 
in ans w e ring both  q ue s tions . 
Caus e s  and re s ults  can e as ily 
be  de rive d from  s tatis tics  or 
analytic th ink ing. For th e  pas t 
fe w  m onth s , th e  Fe de ral 
Re s e rve  (U.S. Ce ntral Bank ) 
h as  cons is te ntly cut k e y 
inte re s t rate s  to com bat th e  
s ub-prim e  m ortgage  cris is  
and grow ing cre dit crunch . 
Th e s e  “bas is  point” cuts  w e re  
pas s e d to s pur inve s tm e nt in 
th e  bus ine s s  com m unity, but 
m ade  m one y too ch e ap, 
ultim ate ly le ading to inflation. 

Anoth e r w ay to look  at th e  
s ituation is  by obs e rving th e  
inte rnational value  of th e  

dollar, w h ich  h as  
de cre as e d. Inflation of 
th e  dollar is  th e  s am e  
is s ue , s ince  th e  
purch as ing pow e r of a 
dollar is  le s s  th an th at 
of an inflate d or low e r 
value  dollar. Th e  
Fe de ral Re s e rve  bank , 
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unde r Be n Be rnank e , m ay 
de s e rve  th e  blam e  for th e  
cre ation of th is  m e nacing 
is s ue . H is  rate  cuts  w e re  
irre s pons ible  and s h ould h ave  
be e n ch alle nge d. H e  s im ply 
cut rate s  to s pur inve s tm e nt 
and GDP grow th  and ignore d 
th e  com m on re s ult of rate  cuts : 
inflation. For a m an w h o 
s tudie d th e  Gre at De pre s s ion 
from  m any e conom ic 
vie w points , h is  argum e nts  
s e e m  illogical. Actions  m us t be  
tak e n to th w art inflation.  A 
contractible  fis cal policy m us t 
be  pas s e d by th e  Fe de ral 
gove rnm e nt. Th is  w ould h e lp to 
re tract th e  e conom y and h ave  
fe w e r dollars  available , th e re by 
de cre as ing inflation. Th e  
Fe de ral Re s e rve  can als o m ix 
m one tary policy de cis ions  in 
re gard to th e  ope n m ark e t s ale  
of bonds  and influe nce  inte re s t 

rate s . Unfortunate ly, Be rnank e  
is  continuing to de fe nd h is  
de cis ion, e ve n th ough  one  
as s um e s  h e  com pre h e nds  
th at h e  m ade  a h uge  blunde r 
in h is  m one tary policy 
de cis ions  unde r th e  Fe de ral 
Re s e rve . W ors e  s till, no 
politician w ould e ve n cons ide r 
contractible  fis cal policy: th at 
is  an ins tant de ath  for any 
political re -e le ction cam paign, 
and is  practically “political 
s uicide .” It is  im portant th at 
Am e ricans  re s e arch  th e  topic 
in th e  conte xt of th e  las t fe w  
ye ars . Ne xt, a political group 
s h ould be  form e d to badge r 
e le cte d officials  into 
cons ide ring s olutions  to th e  
proble m . Finally, pre s ide ntial 
candidate s  s h ould be  
q ue s tione d about th e ir 
propos e d s olutions  to th e  
ris ing proble m  of inflation.

Narcole ps y
by Lance  W ildorf, Joh ns on

Do I h ave  narcole ps y?  I 
didn't th ink  I did.  I m e an, 
w h o k now s  if I h ave  
narcole ps y be tte r th an I do, 
righ t? Th e s e  pas t couple  
days  h ave  be e n m ak ing m e  
doubt m ys e lf.  Maybe  it's  
th e  food, m aybe  it's  th e  
dow ntim e , or m aybe  I'm  
jus t one  big fre ak .  Ye t for 
s om e  re as on, I s e e m  to 
nod off during e ve ry 
ge ne ral as s e m bly.  Th is  
s udde n narcole ps y is n't 
jus t h appe ning to m e .  It 
s e e m s , as  I look  around, 
e ve ry s tate s m an is  
s truggling to k e e p h is  pe rk y 
little  lids  up. 

It probably is n't th e  food, 
unle s s  th e  cook s  in th e  
back  are  s pik ing it w ith  
Am bie n. But s ince  m os t of 
us  are n't s e e ing purple  and 
pink  fairie s  jum ping around 
Ride r, w e  can rule  th at out. 
It probably is n't th e  
dow ntim e  be caus e  I don't 
s e e  th at m any of us  ge tting 
s le e p during re cre ation 
tim e . Pe rs onally, I be lie ve  
it's  th e  s pe ak e rs .  

W h e n as k e d w h at h e  
th ough t about th e  
s pe ak e rs , s tate s m e n 
Lance  W ildorf s aid, 
“Th e y're  boring.”  Th ank  
you, Lance .

Now  I k now  th e y're  
trying to be  profe s s ional, 
but profe s s ional is n't 
e nte rtaining.  And be lie ve  

m e , w h at 9 00 s e ve nte e n-ye ar-old 
boys  w ant is  e nte rtainm e nt.  I 
as s ure  you th at if th e y put a 
H oote rs   girl  up on s tage , 
e ve ryone  w ould be  ve ry atte ntive . 

Th e s e  s pe ak e rs  ne e d to do a 
little  bit m ore  to k e e p our inte re s t. 
I m e an, com e  on, th e  m os t 
am az ing th ing at th e  ge ne ral 
as s e m bly w as  th e  jok e  te lling 
law ye r.  Is  th is  th e  e xte nt of th e ir 
s pe ak ing s k ills ?  Th e y ne e d to 
add a little  piz az z ; a little  s pice . 
Ope n w ith  a dirty jok e  or com e  on 
s tage  in  s om e  s ort of e laborate  

cos tum e .  Maybe  add s om e  traine d 
tige rs  into th e ir pre s e ntation.  I don't 
w ant to fall as le e p during th e  
ge ne ral as s e m blie s .  Eve ryone  
k now s  th at's  w h at th e  s e m inars  are  
for.  

I fe e l lik e  I'm  h e aring th e  s am e  
th ings  be ing re gurgitate d.  Th e y 
com plim e nt us , te ll us  th e  value  of 
our e xpe rie nce , and th e n le ave  us .

So a w ord to all you gue s t 
s pe ak e rs .  Ch ange  it up a little  bit. 
Ke e p m e  aw ak e .  Te ll a jok e  or talk  
about your favorite  TV s h ow . 
De s cribe  in de tail your favorite  
Gatorade  flavor. Or do us  all a 
favor: bring a couple  of s trippe rs .
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Fillm ore  into a th riving city. “I 
m is s  th e  ability to look  cool and 
dre s s  h ow  I w ant,” s aid Ale x 
Podk ul, th e  m ayor of Fillm ore .
“Could be  w ors e ,” s aid 

councilm an David Pitt on not 
h aving air conditioning in th e  
room .  

City e ntre pre ne ur “JP” h as  put 
h is  fan up for nigh tly auction to 
rais e  m one y for th e  party for 
th os e  in dire  ne e d of AC.

Eve n th ough  th e  Fillm ore  boys  
m anage d to w ork  th e ir TV in th e  
Alph a Eps ilon Pi frate rnity h ous e , 
it w as  proh ibite d for us e , e xce pt 
during re c tim e .  “I pe rs onally 
w ak e  up e ach  m orning and turn 
on Sports Ce nte r.  Going th rough  
Sports Ce nte r w ith draw al," s aid 
Joh n Pontillo, Fillm ore  
ne w s pape r e ditor. "I'm  w orrie d 

about th e  e ffe cts  it w ill h ave  
on m e , com e  Th urs day."  Th e  
fact th at th e  civilians  of 
Fillm ore  figure d out h ow  to 
w ork  th e  TV, ye t cannot re ap 
th e  re w ards  of th e ir w ork  is  
e ve n m ore  frus trating.  
“Actually, not h aving girls  

on cam pus  is  le s s  of a 
dis as te r th an anticipate d and 
you bond m ore ,” s aid Luis  
Polo.  It is  e vide nt th at th e  
de le gate s  of Boys ' State  h ave  
bonde d ve ry w e ll in th e  pas t 
tw o days  be caus e  it is  a ve ry 
e ne rge tic and th riving 
e nvironm e nt.
“If I w e re  to pick  one  th ing I 

m is s  th e  m os t, it w ould h ave  
to be  th e  black  and w h ite  
pudding,” s aid city w e bm as te r 
Bobby Poland. “I am  k ind of 
us e  to it be caus e  I go 
cam ping a lot th ough .”

It is  e vide nt th at s om e  

s e rious  s acrifice s  h ave  to 
be  m ade  to com e  to Boys ' 
State , but it is  an h onor. 
Th e re  are  ple nty of 
opportunitie s  to h ave  
re w arding e xpe rie nce s  
th at h ave  th e  pote ntial to 
be tte r yours e lf as  a 
pe rs on. As  m uch  as  you 
w ant th is  w e e k  to be  ove r, 
don't rus h  it.  Ch e ris h  it 
and e njoy th e  re s t of your 
tim e  h e re  be caus e  w h e n 
graduation arrive s , you w ill 
be  s ad to le ave .  Le arn as  
m uch  as  you can.

CITY
1s t - Joh ns on
2nd - Monroe
3rd - Buch anan

Cum ulative  Vote r Turn-out
COUNTY
1s t - Eis e nh ow e r
2nd - Vande nburg
3rd - MacArth ur

Dis claim e r:
Turn-out is  
as  of 
Tue s day and 
W e dne s day




