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Diary of a De le gate  IV
by Jonath an Gue rra, Jack s on

W e  inte rrupt your re gularly 
s ch e dule d program m ing to 
bring you th is  ne w s  bulle tin: 
Boys ' State  h as  re ach e d its  
conclus ion! Th e s e  pas t 
m onum e ntal days  h ave  force d 
m e  to run th e  full gauntle t of 
e m otions , from  th e  de pth s  of 
bore dom  and e xh aus tion to th e  
pe ak s  of e nth us ias m  and pride . 
It is  difficult for m e  to fath om  
jus t h ow  m any inte re s ting 
pe ople  I h ave  m e t in s uch  a 
s h ort pe riod of tim e . From  
noble  ve te rans  to ch aris m atic 
politicians , I am  ve ry grate ful to 
h ave  be e n give n th is  
opportunity. I as k  you, w h e re  
e ls e  can you m e e t s o m any 
accom plis h e d individuals ? 
W h e re  e ls e  can you face  th e  
burde n of running your ow n 
re plica of Ne w  Je rs e y's  
gove rnm e nt? I w ill, h ow e ve r, be  
ple as e d to re turn h om e  
tom orrow . I w ould com pare  a 
w e e k  at Boys ' State  to re ading 
a le ngth y pie ce  of lite rature . It 
tak e s  a long tim e  and m ay not 
be  th e  m os t ins tantly gratifying 

e xpe rie nce  as  you re ad it, but 
w h e n you've  finis h e d, you look  
back  and are  proud of th e  
accom plis h m e nt and 
appre ciative  of th e  e ffort it took  
to cre ate  th e  book . 

Pe rs onally, from  m y 
s tandpoint as  m anaging e ditor 
of th is  ne w s pape r, Boys ' State  
s e e m s  lik e  one  long 
h allucination. Don't e ve r as k  
m e  w h at I did on any give n 
day, be caus e  I can guarante e  
th at I w on't k now . It all jus t 
s e e m e d lik e  one  long day. 
Som e  of you h ave  probably 
s le pt m ore  in a day th an I h ave  
s ince  las t Saturday, but I'm  not 
com plaining. As  I h ave  s aid 
be fore , th is  is  a labor of love  in 
w h ich  I tak e  a gre at de al of 
pride . It s e e m s  lik e  I w ill 
fore ve rm ore  h ave  th e  s h outs  of 
“Jack s on!” e ch oing in m y m ind. 
Jack s on h as  be e n good to m e , 
and s o h ave  th e  couns e lors  
th e re . I als o ow e  a de bt of 
gratitude  to Paul Las k y and 

Th e  Oath  of Office
by Raj Pate l, Taylor

At th e  be ginning of th e  oath  of 
office , Bill “Bib” Z w e ir w e lcom e d 
Ch ris toph e r J. Ch ris tie , U.S. Attorne y 
for N.J. Ch ris tie  atte nde d Boys ' State  in 
19 79 ,  w h e re  h e  w as  e le cte d m ayor of 
Je ffe rs on. H e  th e n w e nt on to be com e  
Boys ' Nation Se nator. Ch ris tie  h as  
pros e cute d ove r 128 politicians . 
Ch ris tie  s pok e  about w h at h e  gaine d 
from  Boys ' State , pre ve nting political 
corruption, and our re s pons ibility as  a 
vote r. 

Afte rw ards , Ch ris tie  s um m one d 
Edw ard Re e p. Edw ard w alk e d onto th e  
s tage , w h ile  th e  crow d th unde rous ly 
applaude d. Th e  crow d ch ante d “ED-
W ARD!” Re e p rais e d h is  righ t h and and 
th e n be gan s aying th e  oath  of office . 
Th e  oath  w as  follow e d by a re s ounding 
w ave  of applaus e , a s tanding ovation, 
and th e  "ED-W ARD" ch ant. Th e n 
Gove rnor Re e p th ank e d e ve ryone  for 
voting for h im  and talk e d about h ow  h e  
h as  alre ady s tarte d w ork ing on h is  
"s e ve n points ." Re e p m ade  ove r 48 
appointm e nts  to de partm e nts  and 
office s . Th is  w as  follow e d by a 
q ue s tion-and-ans w e r s e s s ion dire cte d 
tow ards  Ch ris tie . Out of all th e  
s pe ak e rs , Ch ris tie  w as  th e  only 
s pe ak e r to put on a s taff s h irt, afte r 
be ing inducte d as  an h onorary 
m e m be r. Th e  crow d w e nt w ild.
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     Tom e r Lanbe rg is  one  of th e  w orld's  fine s t politicians  –  and State  Party Ch airm an for th e  Fe de ralis t party.  
     Lanbe rg clim be d th e  ladde r to a top s pot on th e  Boys ' State  political m ountain.  H e  e ve ntually be cam e  h is  county's  
nom ine e  for State  Party Ch airm an and gave  a h ilarious  s pe e ch  w h ich  e ve ntually s e cure d h im  th e  victory.  Th e  s pe e ch  w as  
s pe ck le d w ith  confide nce , h um or, and m uch , m uch  m ore .  One  of th e  m os t m e m orable  parts  w as  a re fe re nce  to Ali G.  W h e n 
as k e d h ow  Mr. G influe nce d h im , Lanbe rg re s ponde d, “Ali G is  jus t ove rall th e  m an.  H e  k e e ps  it re al.”
      Th at h e  doe s , Tom e r, th at h e  doe s .
      I w as  curious  about h ow  s uch  a w e ll-planne d, w e ll-e xe cute d s pe e ch  affe cte d Lanbe rg.  W as  h e  appre h e ns ive ?  W as  h e  
s care d?  No.
    “I lik e  m ak ing s pe e ch e s ,” h e  s aid. “I jus t w ant to put s om e th ing out th e re  th at pe ople  re m e m be r m e  by.”
     Many pe ople  w e re  probably curious  about h ow  Lanbe rg w as  able  to unify s uch  a m otle y cre w  as  th e  Fe de ralis t party into a 
gube rnatorial e le ction-clinch ing m ach ine .  
    “Ed (Gove rnor Edw ard Re e p) built up a lot of s upport by h im s e lf.”  In addition to th e  actual candidate , Lanbe rg attribute d 
th e  organiz ation of h is  party to th e  “s m art pe ople ” h e  w as  s urrounde d by.  “I couldn't h ave  done  it w ith out th e s e  guys .”
     Re e p s aid of Lanbe rg, “H e  did a good job. Als o I h ad m y ow n pe rs onal cam paigne rs  w h o h e lpe d m e  ve ry m uch .”
     Lanbe rg prom is e d in h is  s pe e ch  th at h e  w ould not w ak e  up a s ingle  s oul at 6 a.m . during h is  cam paign.  H e  craftily fulfille d 
th is  prom is e  by going w ith  h is  as s is tant Eric from  room  to room  and q uie tly putting flie rs  unde r e ach  door.  
     Tom e r Lanbe rg is  q uite  a ch aracte r, one  w h o de s e rve s  to h ave  an article  w ritte n about h im .  
      I as k e d h im , “H e y, if you could de fine  yours e lf w ith  one  w ord, w h at w ould it be ?”
      Afte r th ink ing for a m inute  and th row ing around various  pos s ibilitie s  lik e  “e m ph atic,” Lanbe rg paus e d, s m ile d, and re plie d.
    “Re alne s s .”

by Lance  W ildorf, Joh nson
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Lanbe rg Ah e ad!

My Tim e  as  a Mode rator
by Ch ris toph e r Fatta, Monroe

At 8:30 ye s te rday m orning, I 
w itne s s e d a s pe ctacle  w orth  s e e ing. I 
s aw  9 00 boys , m os t w h o k ne w  m aybe  
th re e  oth e r s tate s m e n at th e  
be ginning of th e  w e e k , align 
th e m s e lve s  be h ind tw o candidate s  
w h om  th e y did not k now . Th e s e  boys  
did not k now  e ve ry de tail of th e  
candidate s ' pe rs onalitie s . Th e y als o 
didn't k now  w h ich  candidate  w as  cool 
or not, nor did th e y k now  w h o w as  
m ore  popular. All th e s e  boys  k ne w  
w e re  th e  pos itions  th e  candidate s  h ad 
on th e  is s ue s  and th e  q ualifications  
th e y pre s e nte d. It w as  w ith  th is  s m all 
am ount of inform ation th at 9 00 boys  
took  to th e  polls  in full s upport of 
th e s e  candidate s .

Th e y didn't jus t put th e ir faith  

be h ind th e  candidate s , th e y 
launch e d full cam paigns  for 
th e m  by ch anting, ch e e ring, 
lifting th e  candidate s  up in th e  air 
(both  lite rally and 
m e taph orically). I w as  fas cinate d 
and aw e d.

Th e n I atte nde d th e  de bate  
be tw e e n our tw o Gube rnatorial 
candidate s  as  a m ode rator. I w as  
a little  une as y at firs t, be ing one  
of only four pe ople  th at w ould 
as k  a pote ntial gove rnor a 
q ue s tion dire ctly re late d to h is  
policie s . Als o, th e  s tate s m e n of 
th is  63rd Am e rican Le gion 
Je rs e y Boys ' State  are  loud.  

 I k e pt re pe ating in m y h e ad, 
“Say th e  q ue s tion, m ute  th e  m ic, 

and m ak e  e ye  contact.” I 
s ucce s s fully pe rform e d 
th at and fe lt a s e ns e  of 
accom plis h m e nt. I fe lt th at 
m aybe  s om e one  le arne d 
s om e th ing about one  of 
th e  political candidate s  th at 
s w aye d th e ir opinion. I fe lt 



O PINIO N
 CONTINUED:
DIARY
Tom  Mars de n for be ing th e re  24/7, 
lite rally. Th e y m ade  th is  gre at 
publication pos s ible  and s h ould 
be  offe re d canoniz ation ASAP. 

One  of th e  gre ate s t th ings  
about th is  program  is  th at it is  not 
Las  Ve gas . W h at h appe ns  at 
Boys ' State  doe s  not s tay at Boys ' 
State  –  it follow s  us  to e ach  of our 
21 countie s , w h e re  w e  can m ak e  
a diffe re nce . W e  h ave  be e n give n 
th e  tools  to s ucce e d, flouris h , and 
m ak e  our m ark s  in our tow ns , 
countie s , s tate , and country. I 
th ank  Th e  Am e rican Le gion for 
m ak ing th is  pos s ible  be caus e  it is  
th e ir vis ion for Am e rica's  future  
th at m ak e s  us  s trong during our 
tim e  h e re . I le ave  it to e ach  and 
e ve ry de le gate  to de te rm ine  for 
th e m s e lve s  w h at th e  ne xt s te p is  
on th e  path  to a be tte r tom orrow .

Edw ard Re e p (Fe de ralis t) w as  trium ph ant in th e  gube rnatorial e le ction and is  now  th e  63rd gove rnor 
of Boys ' State . Th e  Fair Law n native  cam e  to Boys ' State  be caus e  of h is  affinity for politics  and th e  pros pe ct 
of a re alis tic political s im ulation. H is  s pons oring pos t w as  Le gion Pos t 171.  

Be fore  be ing e le cte d gove rnor, Re e p s e rve d as  m ayor of Pie rce  City. Th e  gove rnor ne xt m ade  a 
nam e  for h im s e lf during h is  cam paign due  to h is  popular s e ve n-point plan, as  w e ll as  h is  fam ous ly rabid cult 
follow ing. Since  Re e p be gan h is  politick ing, h e  h as  s tre s s e d unity num e rous  tim e s  and be lie ve s  s trongly in 
th e  re m oval of both  th e  Nationalis t and Fe de ralis t partie s . H is  goal w as  to h ave  a s tate  gove rnm e nt run 
w ith out partie s .

Gove rnor Re e p's  policie s  als o re fle ct h is  re s pe ct for th e  e nvironm e nt. H is  pragm atic approach  
include d a re duction of all gre e nh ous e  e m is s ions  by 80 pe rce nt by 2050. H e  als o voice d h is  de s ire  to 
re s e arch  th e  pos s ibilitie s  of bio-fue ls  and e th anols  to re place  fos s il fue ls .

Re e p's  platform  als o involve s  th e  e nforce m e nt of s tricte r im m igration law s , in w h ich  h e  favors  th e  
e m ploym e nt of le gal w ork e rs  ins te ad of ille gal im m igrants . H is  pro-ch oice  s tance  on abortion and 
unorth odox ans w e r to th e  de bate  on s am e -s e x m arriage  h ave  garne re d a large  am ount of atte ntion. Re e p 
and h is  s upporte rs  w ant to ban m arriage s  and re place  th e m  w ith  civil unions .  

Ove rall, both  s upporte rs  and de tractors  h ave  prais e d h is  com m and of language  in rous ing h is  
audie nce s  to e m brace  h is  pos itive  ide als . 

Th e  63rd Boys ' State  Gove rnor
by Jonath an Gue rra, Jack s on
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as  if I h ad m ade  an im pact. Part of m e  als o fe lt th at m aybe  th e  
s tate s m e n didn't h e ar th e  ans w e r to th e  q ue s tion.

For future  re fe re nce , h ave  a little  re s pe ct. W h e th e r or not 
you s upport th e  candidate , h e  h as  th e  righ t to voice  h is  opinion 
and le t it be  k now n to all th os e  w h o w ant to lis te n. Save  th e  
ch ants  and rants  for afte r th e  q ue s tions . I could bare ly h e ar th e  
ans w e r to th e  q ue s tion I as k e d.

Ove rall, th e  de bate  w as  an e ye -ope ning e xpe rie nce . It 
prove d to m e  th at te e nage rs  are  not s h allow  and don't vote  by 
popularity. Today I re aliz e d th at w h e n it com e s  dow n to th e  
w ire , te e nage rs  can join toge th e r and m ak e  a w is e  and 
inform e d political de cis ion. 

CITY
1s t - Joh ns on
2nd - Monroe
3rd - Buch anan

Cum ulative  Vote r Turn-out

COUNTY
1s t - Eis e nh ow e r
2nd - Bradle y
3rd - Vande nburg

Dis claim e r:
Turn-out is  as  of 
Tue s day , W e dne s day 
and Th urs day

Te rror Strik e s  W as h ington
by Brandon Barne y, W as h ington

Lik e  an ancie nt biblical plague , 
fe ar h ad s pre ad th rough  th e  h e art 
of W as h ington and grippe d its  
inh abitants . Roam ing th e  s tre e ts  
w e re  th e  four h ors e m e n of lore , 
w h os e  ve ry pre s e nce  ooz e d 
dis cord. “I h ad ne ve r s e e n anyth ing 
lik e  it,” de s cribe d local inh abitant 
Ele anor Rigby. “It w as  as  th ough  I 
h ad s tare d de ath  in th e  face .” 

W h at could ins pire  s uch  a te rror 
in a coz y little  city s uch  as  
W as h ington? Gyps y m oth s .

Upon th e ir arrival, initial panic 
e volve d into m as s  ch aos . As  th e  
gyps y m oth s  s e ttle d in and be gan 
to de s troy 1,500 acre s  of 
W as h ington, th e  citiz e ns  
progre s s ive ly be cam e  m ore  and 
m ore  re s tle s s  until th e ir s im ple  fe ar 
and h e s itance  m e tam orph os e d into 

pillaging, looting, and burning.
Th e re  h as  be e n s pe culation th at 

countle s s  ille gal fire arm s  bough t 
from  gun running contribute d to th e  
viole nce . For up to th re e  days  afte r 
th e  initial invas ion, m any 
com m e rcial buildings  w e re  up in 
flam e s  as  th e ir conte nts  w e re  
plunde re d. Finally, th e  police 's  riot 
s q uads  w e re  able  to re gain orde r.

All in all, it is  e s tim ate d th at 
fifte e n los t th e ir live s  and e igh ty 
w e re  w ounde d. “Many of m y m e n 
gave  blood, s w e at, toil, and te ars  
for th e  s ak e  of th is  city. W e  plan to 
be tte r le arn from  th is  e xpe rie nce  in 
h ope s  of pre ve nting anoth e r 
calam ity s uch  as  th is . No longe r w ill 
w e  be  caugh t off guard by th e  
dubious  force s  of th e  gyps y m oth s ,” 
e xplaine d Se rge ant Pe ppe r.

In th e  w ak e  of th is  m adne s s , a 
s tate  of e m e rge ncy w as  de clare d. 
H ow e ve r, up until th e  publication of 
th is  article , no s upplie s  or h e lp 
h ave  ye t be e n s e nt by th e  fe de ral 
gove rnm e nt. Re ports  s tate  th at 
Pre s ide nt Bus h  is  occupie d w ith  
le arning h ow  to pronounce  
“nucle ar” corre ctly. As  a re s ult, 
local citiz e ns  h ave  tak e n it as  th e ir 
ow n m is s ion to rid th e ir city of 
th e s e  m oth s . Plans  ranging from  
pe s ticide s  to cove ring tre e s  in 
double -s ide d tape  h ave  be e n 
s ugge s te d.

Me anw h ile , talk s  of 
m e m orializ ing th e  victim s  of th e  
Gyps y Moth  Outbre ak  of '08 w ith  a 
butte rfly garde n h ave  s urface d.




