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Finocch io Can't Lie  About Political 
Attach m e nt

by Dan Flanne ry - Monroe

W e dne sday's
Sch e dule
H igh ligh ts

12:30-2:00 P.M . Gube rnational 
Prim ary Ele ction

2:15-3:15 P.M . Ge ne ral 
Asse m bly (Fe at. Gove rnor 
Corzine )

3:15-5:00 P.M . 
Re cre ation/Eve ryth ing Th at's 
Fun

5:45-7:20 P.M . D inne r

7:30-8:30 P.M . Ge ne ral 
Asse m bly

8:45-10:30 P.M . Municipal 
Courts in Se ssion/ Kids Ge t Sue d

11:30 P.M . Go to be d and sle e p

Afte r w alk ing along th e  
Ride r Unive rs ity grounds  for th re e  
days , m os t Ne w  Je rs e y Am e rican 
Le gion State s m e n h ave  s e e n 
m os t of th e ir pe e rs . One  of th e  
State s m e n th at s tick  out of th e  
s tandard ove rach ie ve rs . H is  
nam e  is  Pe te r Finocch io. 

Finocch io is  lik e  m os t of 
th e  State s m e n: s m art, involve d in 
afte r s ch ool activitie s  and a little  
te m pte d by th e  fe m ale  Italian 
s tude nts . But w h at dis tinguis h e s  
Finocch io from  th e  typical ne rds  
is  h is  abs olute  love  for politics . 

Finocch io is  from  W ayne  
Tow ns h ip and h as  be e n 
inte re s te d in politics  for m os t of 
h is  life . W h e ne ve r political 
de bate s  s tart to h e at up in th e  
Monroe  City lounge , Finocch io 
alw ays  tune s  in and h is  q uirk y 
pe rs onality m ak e s  for a laugh  or 
tw o w h ile  re taining its  
s e rious ne s s . On Sunday, w h e n 
h is  fe llow  Monroe bians  firs t m e t 
h im , th e re  w e re  m ixe d 
im pre s s ions .

“Pe te r is  de finite ly 
uniq ue ,” re m ark e d Monroe  citiz e n 
Ste ve  Filippi. “H e  re m inds  m e  of 
th e  Brain from  “Pink y and th e  
Brain.”

Som e  oth e rs  s tate d th at it 
w ould be  a “long w e e k ” but m os t 
th ough t h e  w as  m ore  of an 
am bitious  k id out to w in s om e  
e le ctions .

“As  s oon as  I m e t h im , I 
th ough t h e  w as  gonna be  th e  firs t

one  to run for s om e th ing,” 
s aid fe llow  Monroe  citiz e n 
Tyle r Florz s cack . “H e  is  
e xtre m e ly w e ll re ad.”

Pe rh aps  th e  m os t 
ide ntifiable  ch aracte ris tic of 
Finocch io is  h is  pock e t 
Cons titution, w h ich  h e  w as  
bold e nough  to tak e  out for a 
re fe re nce  on th e  firs t day. In 
city and county m e e tings , 
Finocch io h olds    h is  
m iniaturiz e d docum e nt lik e  a 
s ix-s h oote r in a h ols te r, as  
dange rous  as  Clint Eas tw ood 
in a '60's   W e s te rn. Mos t 
pe ople  as k  w h y h e  h as  a 
pock e t Cons titution on h and 
at all tim e s . Finocch io 
ans w e rs  th is  q ue s tion w ith  a 
firm  re ply, and h as  h igh  
h ope s  for h is  future  care e r.

“I h ave  re ad it m any 
tim e s ,” Finoch io s aid. “I plan 
on re s toring faith  in th is  
country and e nding th e  
cre ating of curre ncy out of 
th in air! I ne e d to h ave  a 
com pe te nt unde rs tanding of 
th e  Unite d State s  
Cons titution to ach ie ve  th is  
goal.”

Finocch io re ce ive d 
th e  docum e nt as  a birth day 
gift tw o ye ars  ago th is  
Nove m be r, but h e  als o h as  
anoth e r one  th at h e  re ce ive d 
at H ills dale  Colle ge , w h ich  h e  
k e e ps  as  a back up on h is  
book s h e lf ne xt to h is  
pape rback s . 

“Pock e t” is  a m e m be r

of s e ve ral clubs  at h is  h igh  s ch ool 
including th e  National H onor Socie ty, 
Sk i Te am  and is  als o Pre s ide nt of h is  
clas s , w ith  h is  w e ll k now n s logan, “You 
and I h ave  a re nde z vous  w ith  de s tiny”.

H e  brough t up s e ve ral 
Am e rican h is torical figure s  th at h e  
w ould h ave  lik e d to tak e  th e  place  of, if 
only for a day. “So m any nam e s  com e  
up,” s aid th e  h is tory buff. “W as h ington, 
Je ffe rs on... Andre w  Carne gie ; th e s e  
m e n h ave  put th e m s e lve s  into a gre at 
place  in Am e rican h is tory, de s pite  
Carne gie 's  corruption.”                         

Afte r s e ve ral faile d e le ctions , 
Finoch io w as  finally e le cte d as  county 
As s e m blym an ye s te rday, in a flas h  of 
re s ilie nce .



BO YS' STATE NEW S

by Re e d Avocado -  M adison

From  State  to Nation
by Tim  Braz e lton - Tyle r
Life  In Tyle r

Dom inik  LaBraico s tarte d off as  a de fe ate d 
m an. During th e  s tart of th e  2008 s e s s ion of Boys ' 
State , LaBraico ran for m ayor and los t. H e  follow e d 
th is  de fe at, h ow e ve r, w ith  a re s urre ction of w ill 
pow e r and de te rm ination. As  th e  w e e k  w e nt on, 
LaBraico be gan to s e e  w h at opportunitie s  w e re  
around h im , as  h e  s tate s  h e  “took  th e  jum p.” W ith  
an inte re s t in th e  Le gis lative  Body, Dom inik  
Labraico ran in and w on four e le ctions  at Boys ' 
State . H is  fourth  e le ction, for Boys ' State  s e nator, 
catapulte d h is  s ucce s s  and s e nt h im  to Boys ' 
Nation. 

“Th e re  are  fe w e r e le ction pos itions  at Boy's  
Nation, and m ore  tim e  s pe nt w ith  le gis lation,” 
LaBraico com m e nte d about th e  s ligh tly diffe re nt 
nature  of Boys ' Nation. LaBraico, noting h is  
pre vious  le s s ons  from  Boys ' State , w e nt on to run 
both  in h is  prim ary and furth e r for Vice  Pre s ide nt, 
both  of w h ich  h e  w on in tw o tigh t e le ctions . Th e  
e xpe rie nce  cons is te d of nigh tly s pe ak e rs  s uch  as  
Condole e z z a Rice 's  aid, th e  ability to w ork  w ith  
oth e r de le gate s  from  acros s  th e  nation, and th e  
opportunity to m e e t Pre s ide nt Bus h  w h ile  touring 
th e  Eas t W ing. Afte r re turning from  w h at h e  s aid 
w as  one  of th e  gre ate s t e xpe rie nce s  of h is  life  s o 
far, LaBraico continue d to us e  th e  s k ills  th at h e  h as  
le arne d.  H e  w ill be  atte nding Unive rs ity of Ch icago 
in th e  fall.                             

Be fore  s tarting colle ge , LaBraico h as  com e  
back  to s pe ak  w ith  th is  ye ar's  de le gate s . 

“I w as  ve ry im pre s s e d w ith  th e  q ue s tions  
th e y w e re  probing. My group h ad a s low e r s tart,” h e  
com m e nte d afte r a h e ate d Ge ne ral As s e m bly w h ich  
h igh ligh te d th e  curre nt is s ue  of h e alth  care . On a 
final note , LaBraico s aid th at h e , “fe ll in th e  
m iddle ...th e re  ne e ds  to be  a m iddle  ground and th e  
w e  can't los e  th e  inte grity of th e  country.”

H e ading dow n th e  s tairs , one  can h e re  th e  
rum ble  of activity alre ady s tarting.  One  turn into th e  
lounge , and th e  m ys te ry is  re ve ale d.  50 boys , w h o 
s e e m ingly h ave  k now n e ach  oth e r for ye ars , are  
th row ing around nick nam e s  and laugh ing h e artily. 
Sure ly, th e s e  pe ople  m us t h ave  live d toge th e r for 
ye ars .  

W h e n w e  arrive d at our re s pe ctive  citie s  th is  
Sunday, m any pe ople , s ave  for a luck y fe w , k ne w  
any of th e ir fe llow  citiz e ns  (w h ate ve r city th e y m ay be  
from ).  H ow e ve r, Boy's  State  h as  s h ow n w h at a m e re  
48 h ours  can do to bring pe ople  toge th e r.  Th rough  
fas t-pace d w ork  and non-s top activity, 50 s trange rs  
h ave  be com e  a coh e s ive  unit.  Alth ough  w e  do not 
notice  th is  ne w found cam arade rie  be caus e  w e  are  a 
part of it, th e  frie nds h ips  form ing afte r jus t tw o days  
are  as tounding.  Tyle r City is  a te s tam e nt to e xactly 
h ow  Boy's  State  can unite  pe ople  from  all diffe re nt 
w alk s  of life .                            

Le t's  go back  to th at group of boys  in th e  
lounge .  Of cours e , th e re  is  th e  fie ry Mayor Nath an 
Mam m arace lla, at th e  h e ad of it all.  Sitting w ith  a 
confide nt calm ne s s  about h im  in th e  front corne r 
couch  is  “Uncle ” Dan Le w itt, w h o look s  m ore  lik e  h e  
s h ould be  graduating from  colle ge  ins te ad of h igh  
s ch ool.  At th e  ce nte r of th e  room  s tands  Matt 
“Candym an” Le onard, bark ing out ide as  for a ne w  
cade nce .   

H ow e ve r, Tyle r is n't m ade  only of th e  pe ople  
at th e  front of th e  room .  Ch ine s e  im m igrant 
H ongh ong Li alw ays  m ak e s  h is  pre s e nce  fe lt, e ve n 
from  th e  back  of th e  room .  Je ff Linds trom  can 
alw ays  be  found dis cus s ing politics  w ith  anyone  w h o 
care s  to lis te n.  Couns e lors  Ph il “H arvard” Morris , 
Ale x Bych k ov, Jam e s  Burrough s , and Ch uck  
“Ch uck le s ” Re illy look  into th e  lounge , alm os t 
s tunne d th at s uch  frie nds h ips  could be  form e d in a 
m atte r of h ours .                              

Alth ough  ve ry fe w  pe ople  k ne w  e ach  oth e r 
upon arriving at Boy's  State , e ve n fe w e r pe ople  
bough t into th e  ide a th at w e  w ould form  frie nds h ips  
th at w ould las t a life tim e .  I gue s s  th e y're  w rong now .



Editorial
W h at's Going Dow n? Not Much

by Aaron W ins ton - Joh ns on
A Civil W ar in Me xico, an ailing 

Re publican Party, riots  in Iran, e conom ic 
proble m s ... too m any proble m s  for th e  
individual, ye t a ge ne ration, a ge ne ration is  fit to 
accom plis h  m uch . 

Th e  firs t day of Boys ' State  w as  ch e e s y 
and long, fille d w ith  th e  laconic rh e toric of olde r 
m e n prais ing th e  m e rits  of us , th e  le ade rs  of 
tom orrow ; ye ah  righ t, is  w h at I s aid. Look ing 
around at th e  s e a of k h ak i adorne d k ids  w ith  
s ligh tly dork y s h irts , I dis m is s e d th is  re adily. But 
th ings  ch ange .                   

I s at w riting and e diting for th is  
ne w s pape r on th e  firs t full day, be ing Monday, 
of th e  64th  s e s s ion of Boys ' State , and initially, 
th e  s am e  th ough ts  h e ld ove r: th e s e  k ids  are  s till 
s ligh tly dork y, m ys e lf include d, w ith  too little  
cre ativity to re ally m ak e  a diffe re nce . As  tim e  
w e nt on, and conve rs ations   purs ue d am ongs t 
us , th e  dork y Boys ' State  k ids , th ings  cam e  up 
and w e nt –  s ch ool, final e xam s , SAT s core s , 
curre nt e ve nts ... I did s ay w e  w e re  dork y, righ t? 
So bas ically, conve rs ation built, and w e  finally 
got to th e  political s tuff, th e  m e aty s tuff, th e  k ind 
of s tuff th at s h ow s  inte grity and partis an 
alignm e nt, ide ology and and th at s tuff th at 
m ak e s  politics  th e  w ors t conve rs ation topic out 
th e re . W e ll, w e  talk e d and luck ily noth ing 
e xplode d. It cam e  to a final q ue s tion: w h y is  th e  
Unite d State s  doing poore r now  th an fifty ye ars  
ago: e ducation.                               

Education in th is  country is  lagging. Th e  
s ys te m  in place  is  not w ork ing, as  e vide nce d by 
th e  curre nt lack  of innovation w ith in our country. 
Standardiz e d te s ts  h ave  be e n put in place , and 
w ith  acts , traditional fe de ralis m  h as  be e n 
bre e ch e d in h ope  of im proving s ch ools , w ith  th e  
fe de ral gove rnm e nt tak ing s tate  pow e rs . So w h y 
are  w e  not im proving?         

W e  cam e  to th e  conclus ion th at w e  ne e d 
to re -ins pire  th e  te ach e rs  as  w e ll as  th e  
s tude nts . Public Sch ools , w e  als o conclude d, 

are  th e  gre at e q ualiz e r, bringing pe ople  toge th e r 
w h o m igh t not oth e rw is e  be  s o, e s pe cially w h e n 
cons ide ring s ocio-e conom ic pos itioning in 
conce rn to w e alth . But s till, w e  are  th e  country of 
opportunitie s  and th e re  are  s till s o m any s itting 
daz e d in clas s room s , m ak ing no us e  of of th e ir 
opportunitie s , or, m ore  ofte n, not be ing offe re d 
th e  opportunitie s  th at s h ould be  available . My 
s ch ool, W atch ung H ills  Re gional H igh  Sch ool, is  
guilty. W e  offe r alm os t e ve ry AP clas s  th e re  is , 
and e ve ry te s t th e re  is  to tak e , s o m any inte llige nt 
k ids  m ove  to th e  s urrounding are a, as  it is  a 
re gional s ch ool, to tak e  advantage  of th is . And 
th e n th e re  are  th e  k ids  w h o are  not on th e  s am e  
le ve l as  th e  AP k ids , and th e y s uffe r. Th e  m os t 
boring te ach e rs  are  put in ch arge  of clas s room s  
of ch ildre n w h o do not care , and w h at doe s  th is  
do: furth e r th e ir lack  of caring. So w h at k inds  of 
k ids  doe s  th is  produce ? Pe ople  w h o are  conte nt 
to s crape  by w ith  th e  m inim um . And w h at k ind of 
country are  w e  now  living in? A country conte nt 
to s crape  by, upon th e  coat-tails  of s ucce s s  of 
fifty ye ars  ago. 

W e  re ach e d s pace  be caus e  in th e  19 50's  
a ge ne ral pus h  w as  m ade  in all public s ch ools  to 
e s tablis h  be tte r m ath e m atical and s cie nce  
program s . In th e  19 9 0's  w ood s h ops  and s im ilar 
trade  clas s e s  w e re  nixe d in favor of com pute r 
clas s e s , as  th is  w as  “th e  future .” W h at e ls e  h as  
be e n done  to furth e r our e ducational s ys te m s ? 
Not m uch . W e , th e  ch ildre n, are  th e  future , and 
ye t our e ducation s uck s . H e lla s ux. 

So, as  you s it h e re  w ith  th e  s m art k ids , 
and th e  oth e r k ids  w h o, in th e  w ords  of Ke n 
Arm w ood  (th e  dude  w h o fire d h is  principal) 
forgot th e ir adde rall, th ink  about it. It m igh t not be  
e ducation, and it m igh t be  s om e th ing e ls e  
e ntire ly, but w h at's  w rong w ith  Am e rica? W h y are  
w e  lagging? Figure  it out, and if you can't, tak e  
your dam n adde rall.                                   



FEATURES

M ANAGING EDITOR : TOM  POW ER S
LAYOUT EDITOR/AM E: DAN FLANNERY
PH OTOGR APH ER : PAT 
M CH ENRY/Z ACH  COH EN
SPOR TS EDITOR : TIM  BR AZ ELTON
ASSEM BLY EDITOR : JOE SOLLAZ Z O
OPINIONS EDITOR : Z ACH  COH EN
INTER VIEW  EDITOR : R EED ALVAR ADO
PUBLISH ER : TOM  M AR SDEN
ASST. PUBLISH ER : PAUL LASKY
COUR IER : R OBER T LASKY
PR INTER : R IDER  COLLEGE PR ESS, 
LAW R ENCEVILLE, NJ

EDITOR S (CITY NUM BER): ANDR EW  BAST (1), 
KH IER  CASINO (2), ANDR EW  ER ICKSON (4), 
M IKE KOUTOUZ IS (8), FR ANK OR LICH  (11), 
TH OM AS SCH R AM  (13), JASON TALAR ICO (15), 
AAR ON W INSTON (16)

Editorial Staff

Blood Drive  Stops at Boys' State
by Tim  Braz e lton - Tyle r

On Th urs day, June  25, th e  Am e rican 
re d Cros s  w ill h old its  4th  Annual Blood 
Drive . Since  its  ince ption, ove r 1,800 pints  of 
blood h ave  be e n donate d. Donors  m us t be  
17 ye ars  or olde r and w e igh  ove r 110 
pounds . Additionally, any donor s h ould h ave  
a valid I.D., and no donor can donate  if h e  
h as  donate d afte r April 30.       

Th e  blood drive  w ill tak e  place  above  
th e  Cavalla Room  in th e  Fire s ide  Lounge , 
Room  245. All donors  w ill be  e nte re d in a 
raffle  to w in a Ne w  York  Range rs  je rs e y.

Th e  64th  annual de le gation of ALJBS is  now  notorious  
for s nide  com m e nts , w ave s , s low -claps , and fatigue . Th e  
nois e  s toppe d, be lie ve  it or not, for th re e  h ours  as  th e  
s tate s m e n w atch e d th e  cine m atic ge nius  of Saving Private  
Ryan. Th e  s ce ne  ope ne d w ith  s h ot of Om ah a Be ach  of June , 
19 44, and th e  infam ous  q uak ing h and of Tom  H ank s ' 
ch aracte r, Joh n H . M ille r. Along s ide  h im  are  th e  gaunt face s  
of m e n w h o h ad s e e n battle , ph ys ically and e m otionally 
s care d by its  de vils . Ne xt to th e s e  ve te rans  are  th e  innoce nt 
boys  w h o h ad ye t to s e e  a de ad m an's  dis configure d form  nor 
h e ar th e  s cre e ch ing crie s  of a de s pe rate  s oldie r m is s ing a 
lim b and a h alf. State s m e n w e re  s o m ove d th at th e  fe w  
utte rance s  w e re  in h us h e d tone s  of th at w e re  only bare ly 
audible . Afte r tw e nty-four m inute s  of th e  grue s om e  action, 
ABC's  s pe cial re port pre s e nte d by th e  late  Pe te r Je nnings

Th e  grue ling cons e q ue nce s  of w ar w e re  m ade  
painfully cle ar in th is  pre s e ntation of D-Day, e ntitle d “Turning 
Point.” In m any w ays , D-Day w as  th e  pinnacle  of th e  live s  of 
countle s s  m e n. Eve ry m an w h o h ad th e  h onor of figh ting at 
any of th e  five  be ach e s  of D-Day be cam e  th e  place  w h e re  
“boys  be cam e  m e n.” Th e  ps ych ological e ffe cts  of D-Day on 
Am e rican, Britis h , and Ge rm an s oldie rs  w e re  laid out for all to 
s e e  in th is  pre s e ntation as  m e m orie s  s pille d forth  from  th e  
m outh s  of e ye -w itne s s e s . Th e  valor of our s oldie rs  w e re  
m ade  e vide nt by both  th e  original footage  from  D-Day and 
from  th e  H ollyw ood re e nactm e nt, both  of w h ich  brough t 
invaluable  k now le dge  in th e  ove rall q ue s t in unde rs tanding 
th e  trials  and tribulations  of th e  s oldie rs  of W orld W ar II.

Th e  final as pe ct of th e  pre s e ntation, only pre vious ly 
m e ntione d m ys te rious ly as  a “s pe cial fe ature ” by Dire ctor 
Bagate lle , include d th e  w is e  w ords  of Je rs e y's  ve te rans  w h o 
s till are  involve d as  crucial cogs  in th e  ALJBS m ach ine , 
including th e  e ve r-lovable  “Cuddle s .” Upon th e ir introduction, 
th e  64th  de le gation of ALJBS gave  a unanim ous  s tanding 
ovation to th e  ve te rans , a ph e nom e non th at is  rare  and 
uniq ue . All of th e  s tate s m e n w e re  m ove d in one  w ay s h ape  or 
form , and th at can ne ve r be  dis pute d.                         

D -Day Pre se ntation a Succe ss
by Z ach  Coh e n - Je ffe rs on




