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Th at's th e  W e i
by Re e d Alvarado/Aaron W ins ton

Friday's
Sch e dule
H igh ligh ts

11:00-1:20 P.M. 2009  ALJBS 
Fam ily Day

11:45 P.M. 2009  ALJBS 
Marath on

1:15 P.M. Citie s  s h ould be  
pre pare d for Final Re tre at 
Ce re m ony

1:30-4:00 P.M. Final 
As s e m bly in Alum ni Gym

4:00 P.M. Fare w e ll Re m ark s . 
Ge ntle m e n, it's  be e n a gre at 
w e e k . Ne ve r forge t th e s e  
m e m orie s .

PEACE!

Th e  64th  s e s s ion of Boys ' State  now  h as  a le ade r. Eric W e i, w e  
applaud you: by w inning e nough  of our s upport, you now  re pre s e nt ove r 
800 de le gate s  from  all ove r th is  s tate .                                 

But le t's  not forge t K irby Ch e ry.  W e  applaud you as  w e ll. 
Spe ak ing ge nuine ly and trying to conve y your opinions  is  an am az ing 
th ing. K irby, you h ave  dis tinguis h e d yours e lf in th is  crow d of 800 s trong, 
and h ave  done  s o m uch  w ith  th e  s h ort tim e  you h ave  h e re  at Boys ' 
State . 

Th e  Gube rnatorial e le ction w as  ce rtainly one  of th e  h igh ligh ts  of 
th e  w e e k . Starting w ith  a rough  prim ary race  for both  partie s , Ch e ry and 
W e i q uick ly s e parate d th e m s e lve s  from  th e  crow d.  Eric W e i's  q uote , 
“Te ddy Roos e ve lt s aid s pe ak  s oftly and carry a big s tick . W e ll I s ay 
s pe ak  firm ly and carry a bigge r s tick ,” ch aracte riz e d th is  rive ting prim ary.

Follow ing th e  prim arie s , Gove rnor Jon Corz ine  vis ite d Boys ' 
State  to announce  th e  ne w s  of th e  candidacy. From  h e re  on, th e  race  
w as  on lik e  Donk e y Kong. Both  candidate s  w e re  q uick  to e s tablis h  
th e m s e lve s  as  e ngaging. In th e  cafe te ria, K irby Ch e ry s tood by th e  
e ntrance  w ith  h is  cam paign te am  to h and out 'Vote  K irby Ch e rry' 
re m inde rs  to e ve ry de le gate . Eric W e i m atch e d th is  e ffort by vis iting 
table s  and e ve n citie s  to gre e t h is  pote ntial cons titue nts . 

W h e n th e  de bate  arrive d Th urs day, it be cam e  cle ar th at th e  
is s ue s  w e re  bipartis ans h ip and e ducation. Each  candidate  gave  a vivid 
ope ning s pe e ch  inform ing th e  de le gate s  of th e ir goals , as  did th e ir 
re s pe ctive  Lie ute nant Gove rnors , a ne w  addition to Boys ' State . Four 
m ode rators  from  Th e  Je rs e y State s m an te s te d th e  candidate s ' m e ttle  by 
q ue s tioning th e m  on a varie ty of topics . From  alte rnative  e ne rgy, 
e ducation, and e ve n a m is s ing guide -on, e ve ry is s ue  brough t up during 
th e  w e e k  w as  dis cus s e d. H ow e ve r, it be cam e  cle ar w h o th e  crow d 
s upporte d as  Eric rallie d th e  crow d, w h ile  Ch e ry s h ow e d a rare  m om e nt 
of unpre pare dne s s .                                                                

Finally, afte r an h our and a h alf of voting, th e  m om e nt of truth  
arrive d. W ith  all of th e  de le gate s  as s e m ble d on th e  Quad, Gove rnor Eric 
W e i w as  announce d th e  victor. Th e  voting populace  h ad de cide d: Eric 
W e i w as  Gove rnor of Boys ' State , 64th  s e s s ion, th e  ye ar of de m ocracy's  
fallout in Iran, th e  firs t African-Am e rican Pre s ide nt, and m any proble m s , 
including a dis jointe d e conom y, but m uch , m uch , m ore  h ope  th an 
be fore . So Eric, re m e m be r us  as  you trave rs e  th e  e xpans e  of Ne w  
Je rs e y, re m e m be r th e  proble m s  th at face  us  on a local le ve l, and 
re m e m be r th e  w ide r proble m s  th at face  all. Ans w e r q ue s tions  to th e  
be s t of your ability, be  h one s t, and go place s ,  lik e  w e  k now  you w ill. 
Congratulations .

Th e  ne w ly e le cte d Gove rnor W e i pos e s  for 

picture s  in front of a State  Troope r s q uad 

car w ith  (l to r) h is  Lie ute nant Gove rnor 

Kaplan and Program  Dire ctor Bagate lle .



BO YS' STATE NEW S

by Tom  Pow e rs  - Fillm ore

End of a Ne w
 Be ginning

by Z ach  Coh e n - Je ffe rs on

W atch ing Our 
W ords

Ge ntle m e n, m y fe llow  Boys ' State  de le gate s  and 
alte rnate s , today m ark s  th e  e nd of a fille d e ve nt and an 
e xtre m e ly com ple x w e e k . W ith  ye s te rday's  e le ction of 
Gove rnor Eric W e i, th e  m ajority of our e fforts  produce d a 
final product.                               

Lik e  m os t of you, I cam e  into th is  program  
k now ing abs olute ly noth ing w h at-s o-e ve r about th e  
program . Upon ope ning th e  De le gate  Sch e dule  pam ph le t, 
m y jaw  ne arly droppe d in h orror at h ow  m uch  w e 've  h ad 
to do. From  late  nigh ts  to e arly m ornings  to m arch ing 
around cam pus , m os t te e nage rs  w ould abs olute ly abh or 
th e  ve ry conce pt of th is  w e e k . And ye t, th is  program  h as  
fille d our live s  w ith  e xpe rie nce s  and m e m orie s  th at w e  w ill 
ne ve r forge t.                                             

As  th e  m anaging e ditor of th is  ne w s le tte r, I h ave  
s pe nt late  nigh ts  w ork ing on putting th is  toge th e r (s e ve ral 
nigh ts  till th re e  in th e  m orning) and I continuous ly 
com plaine d about h ow  tire d I w as  and h ow  I couldn't w ait 
till th e  w e e k  w as  ove r. And ye t, now  th at th e  day is  h e re , I 
am  dis appointe d th at w e  m us t de part. I be lie ve  I can 
s pe ak  for e ve ryone  w h e n I s ay I h ave  m e t s om e  of th e  
nice s t and m os t re s pe ctful young m e n in our s tate .

H e re  at Je rs e y Boys ' State , w e  h ave  re ce ive d an 
unpre ce de nte d e ducation in gove rnm e nt, politics , and 
h um an nature . W e  h ave  m ade  clos e  frie nds  w h o w ill be  in 
our live s  for countle s s  ye ars  and h e lpe d de fine  our future  
care e rs . It is  h e re  th at w e  gre w  into a frate rnity, a 
broth e rh ood of young m e n w h o joine d toge th e r in th e  
caus e  of be com ing th e  political le ade rs  of tom orrow .

W h ile  I am  s orry to s ay th at I h ave  not m e t 
anyw h e re  ne ar th e  alm os t 9 00 de le gate s  h e re  at 
Am e rican Le gion Je rs e y Boys ' State , nor gotte n to k now  
th os e  folk s  in m y ow n city ne arly as  w e ll as  I w ould h ave  
lik e d, I m us t s ay th is  w e e k  h as  be e n an e xpe rie nce  I w ill 
ne ve r forge t. So, to all m y fe llow  de le gate s , I w ould lik e  to 
s ay th ank  you for th is  w e e k . And to all of th e  broth e rh ood 
of th e  Am e rican Le gion Je rs e y Boys ' State , I w ould lik e  to 
s ay th is : it's  be e n re al, its  be e n fun, and it h as  be e n re al 
fun. 

"Th at's  s o s traigh t!" A ph ras e  you do 
not h e ar ofte n. Broad ge ne raliz ations  als o 
contribute  to a broade r dis re s pe ct and 
pe rs e cution of an e ntire  s e ction of our s ocie ty. 

It is  cle ar th at th e re  is  a re ce nt 
fas cination w ith  th e  branding of all th ings  
unfavorable  as  s om e th ing th at is  "gay." W h at 
doe s  th is  s ay about our tre atm e nt of all of 
h om os e xuals ? W h e n w e  labe l s om e th ing as  
th e  s am e  as  a group of pe ople , w e  e q uate  th at 
obje ct w ith  th at group of pe ople , and th at can 
caus e  us  to ins ult pe ople  in th e  w ors t w ay. 
Eve n if w e  do not m e an to, conve ntional 
ph ras e s  s uch  as , "Th at's  s o gay!" are  dire ct 
attack s  on pe ople  w h o s im ply h ave  diffe re nt 
vie w s  th an our ow n.                               

Am e rica is  a place  of fre e dom , and our 
nonch alant re fe re nce s  of h om os e xuality are  
bigotry at its  w ors t. Our com m e nts  continue  to 
prove  our ins e ns itivity to oth e r groups . De s pite  
our fe e lings  about LGBT's , w e  live  in a country 
th at pride s  its e lf on e q uality, and civil and 
s ocial parity. Th e  19 60's  prove d to be  a 
landm ark  e ra for th e  African-Am e rican e q uality 
and civil righ ts  in ge ne ral. W h at is  to s ay w e  
cannot attain th e  s am e  e q ual righ ts  for LGBT 
com m unity? 

Our ve rbal tre atm e nt of h om os e xuals  is  
abus ive  and is  only a s m all part of s ocie ty's  
continuing m alicious  dis crim ination and 
pe rs is te nt pe rs e cution of our h om os e xual 
broth e rs  and s is te rs ; w e  tre at our h om os e xual 
ne igh bors  w ith  ne glige nce  and dis dain. 
De s pite  our pre dictions , w e  h ave  a 
re s pons ibility to pe rm it pe ople  all th e  fre e dom s  
th at any oth e r s ingle  h um an be ing is  de s e rving 
of. Eve n if w e  are  not re ady as  a s ocie ty to 
grant full righ ts  to th e  LGBT com m unity, w e  
can at le as t s tart by paying atte ntion to w h at 
w e  s ay.                               



Editorials
Police  Blotte r

Cas e  1: Th e  Cas e  of th e  M is s ing Soul
De fe ndant: Jim m y Splik e r of Buch anan
Accus ation: Lack  of Soul
H igh ligh ts : Jim m y— ”I h ave  s oul”

       Jim m y doe s  not k now  lyrics  to “I'm  a 
Soulm an”
Ve rdict and Se nte nce :  Guilty, m us t s k ip w ith  guide -
on to all m e als

Cas e  2: Th e  Cas e  of th e  18-Inch  Ph allus
De fe ndant: Couns e lor Ch arle s  “Ch uck le s ” Re illy of 
Tyle r City
Accus ation: Rape ...yup.
H igh ligh ts : De fe nde r Matt Le onard incrim inate d 
h im s e lf w ith  a h e art-s h ape d tattoo s pe lling “Ch uck ” 
on its  ins ide .

 Evide nce  include d vide o, s e m e n s am ple s , 
and te xt m e s s age s
Ve rdict: Not Guilty

Cas e  3: Th e  Cas e  of th e  W e re w olf
De fe ndant: Anonym ous  Couns e lor
Accus ations : Be ing a w e re w olf and Us ing Es troge n
H igh ligh ts : W itne s s  s aw  couns e lor turn into 
w e re w olf and e at a pack  of e s troge n, but e ve ntually 
it w as  dis cove re d th at h e  could not h ave  s e e n th e  
e s troge n from  s uch  a far dis tance

Proof of h airy le gs  and arm s  s ubs tantiate d 
th e  w e re w olf accus ation
Ve rdict and Se nte nce : Guilty, couns e lor m us t h ow l 
at m oon in front of e ve ryone  at nigh t

Cas e  4: Th e  Cas e  of th e  Rabid Dog
De fe ndant: Elijah  “Dat Man Blue ”
Accus ation: Not doing corre ct job
H igh ligh ts : W itne s s  s tate d th e  rabid dog w as , “a 
w h ite  dog w ith  a h uge  te n-foot [ph allus ].” De fe ns e  
Attorne y D'nard re torte d w ith  “... th e  w itne s s  can't 
be  righ t. If th e  dog h as  a te n-foot [ph allus ] th an it 
m us t be  a black  dog.”
Ve rdict: Not Guilty on account of DA's  ve ry 
convincing argum e nt

Cas e  5: Rancid Joh n - Monroe
De fe ndant: Joh n Flacco
Pros e cutor: Dan Fre y
Accus ation: Sm e lls  bad
W itne s s e s : Tyle r Furm an, Matt Fuch s
H igh ligh ts : Furm an confirm e d th e  pros e cutor's  
pos ition th at Flacco did not s m e ll good, but did not 
s ay th at h e  s m e lle d bad e nough . 
Ve rdict: Guilty th at h e  playe d s ports  w h e n s m e lle d, 
e ve ryone  is  s m e lly, s e nte nce d to a 10 m inute  cold 
s h ow e r.

Cas e  6: Th e  Cas e  of th e  Sh aving Cre am
De fe ndants : Ak as h  Gandh i, Ch ris  O'Le ary
Pros e cutor: Dan Fre y
Accus ation: Put s h aving cre am  on Mayor Fe ldm an 
afte r curfe w
W itne s s e s : M ik e , Ow e n Gantz , Matt Fe ldm an
H igh ligh ts : Couns e lor Mik e  w itne s s e d th e  crim e , th e n 
re turne d to h is  bow ling gam e  in Madis on. Matt 
Fe ldm an w ok e  up w ith  s h aving cre am  on h is  face . 
Ow e n w as  h olding th e  door ope n and did not s e e  th e  
crim e .
Ve rdict: Guilty. Rule d th at both  violators  w e re  up afte r 
curfe w  and com m itte d dis orde rly conduct. De cre e d 
th at th e y h ave  s h aving cre am  put on th e ir face s .

Cas e  7: Sle e pgate
De fe ndant: Kyle  Folbre ch t
Pros e cutor: Dan Fre y
Accus ation: Folbre ch t w as  caugh t s h aring h is  
q uarte rs  w ith  anoth e r anonym ous  citiz e n, tw o nigh ts  
in a row .
W itne s s e s : Folbre ch t, Matt Fe ldm an and Anth ony 
Fontane tta
H igh ligh ts : Both  partie s  did not h ave  a cle ar 
argum e nt to de fe nd th e m s e lve s . Th e  citiz e ns  and 
judge  w e re  appalle d by th e  accounts . Sh e riff Gare s  
dubbe d th e  affair, "Sle e pgate ".
Ve rdict: Guilty. Folbre ch t w as  orde re d to pos t notice s  
th at s aid "I probably did it. Sle e pgate ." w ith  h is  
s ignature  unde rne ath . 
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Editorial Staff

Runne rs Pre pare  for Mom e nt in Spotligh t
by Tim  Braz e lton - Tyle r

TYLER— Alth ough  participation in 
s ports  is  ve ry w ide s pre ad at Boys ' State , a 
s e le ct group of ath le te s  are  not alw ays  
s e e n on th e  fie lds , at le as t in th e  typical 
w ay.  Ofte n le ft on th e  s ide s  of th e  fie lds , 
th e  runne rs  of Boys ' State  only play s om e  
s ports , and can s om e tim e s  be  s e e n 
jogging around cam pus  or in th e  Stude nt 
Re cre ational Ce nte r on tre adm ills . 
H ow e ve r, on th e  las t day of Boys ' State , th e  
ALJBS Marath on, w h ich  is  actually w e ll 
s h ort of 26.2 m ile s , give s  th e s e  runne rs  a 
ch ance  to contribute  to th e ir county's  tally.

Runne rs , particularly h igh  s ch ool 
runne rs , are  a s trange  bre e d.  Many tak e  
joy in a re pe titive , re le ntle s s , and 
unforgiving tas k , and tak e  e ve n m ore  joy in 
boas ting, “Our s port is  your s port's  
punis h m e nt.”  Som e  run th ous ands  of m ile s  
a ye ar, and w ak e  up e arly in th e  m orning 
jus t to go running.  Eve n m ore , th e y run s o 

m any m ile s  s im ply in orde r to run m ore  m ile s , us ually in th e  
w oods .  And th e  s h ort-s h orts  (s e lf-e xplanatory).  For th e s e  
s trange  practice s , m any runne rs  are  s im ply re garde d as  
craz y.

Th e  ALJBS Marath on cove rs  2.5 k ilom e te rs , w h ich  
conve rts  to s ligh tly ove r 1.5 m ile s .  De pe nding on your point 
of vie w , th is  m ay or m ay not be  a m arath on, but for anyone  
w h o com pe te s  in th e  race , th e  fe e ling w ill be  th e  s am e .  It 
m ay fe e l e as y at th e  be ginning, but as  th e  race  progre s s e s , 
th e  body w ill be gin to tigh te n w h ile  lactic acid builds  up in th e  
le gs , and e ach  s te p be com e s  progre s s ive ly w ors e .  Th at 
m orning's  bre ak fas t m ay e ve n be gin to inch  up th e  dige s tive  
tract.  W h o k now s ?  Th at's  th e  be auty of racing.  Rudyard 
K ipling pe rh aps  de s cribe d it be s t, s aying th at, “If you can fill 
th e  unforgiving m inute  w ith  s ixty s e conds ' w orth  of dis tance  
run— Yours  is  th e  Earth  and e ve ryth ing th at's  in it, 
And— w h ich  is  m ore — you'll be  a Man, m y s on!”  

Th is  particular race  w ill h old h uge  im portance  for its  
runne rs .  Firs t off, th e  race  is  e s s e ntially th e  las t m ajor pus h  
for points  in th e  race  for Be s t County.  Each  te am  w ill be  
s coring its  be s t five  runne rs , s o com pe tition could be  fie rce  
as  countie s  jos tle  for th e  top pos ition.  Se cond, th e  race  is  an 
alm os t guarante e d PR, as  th e  race  dis tance  of 2.5 k ilom e te rs  
is  lite rally alm os t ne ve r run in com pe tition.  Many runne rs  are  
als o jus t be ginning th e ir s um m e r training for cros s -country, 
m ak ing th is  an ide al te s t of fitne s s  or e ve n a ch ance  to ge t in 
a fe w  e xtra m ile s .                                                 

As  a runne r m ys e lf, I can't w ait to ge t back  out on th e  
cours e  and play m y part in bringing Ridge w ay County to th e  
top.  I'll s e e  you at th e  finis h  line .                                        




