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35 Sussex County Rising-Seniors Attend American Legion Jersey Boys State 
More than 325 New Jersey Communities Represented  

 

LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ – Today, 35 rising-seniors in high schools from Sussex County arrived at the 68th session of American 

Legion Jersey Boys State (ALJBS) at Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ. The program, sponsored by the American Legion 

Department of New Jersey, is a practical approach for teaching civics and government at the local, county and state level, including 

party politics. 

 

“This week will shape the future for 967 young leaders at Jersey Boys State,” said David Bagatelle, Director of ALJBS. “Just ask 

Governor Chris Christie, Senator Robert Menendez, or Mayor Cory Booker, all of whom, attended this program when they were in 

high school.” 

 

Statesmen will have the opportunity to govern and interact with other top-of-the-class peers from across New Jersey as they run their 

own mythical 51st state of the union from June 16-21. Within 24 hours each city will divide into political parties, elect a mayor and 

council from within their ranks. By the end of the session, statesmen will have filled the ranks of local, county, state governments, 

municipal courts and will elect two senators to serve at American Legion Boys Nation in Washington, D.C. later this summer.  

 

Throughout the week-long program, statesmen are: 

 Hearing from notable speakers including US Senate candidate and Newark Mayor Cory Booker, Congressman Leonard 

Lance, and NJ Assemblyman Herbert Conaway, Jr.  

 Participating in a robust college fair featuring top national universities; 

 Attending leadership seminars and training by United States Marine Corps and New Jersey State Police;  

 Electing the 68th ALJBS Governor; and 

 Electing two Boys Nation Senators who will represent New Jersey at the annual American Legion Jersey Boys Nation 

program in Washington D.C., from July 19-26, 2013.  

 

Statesmen in Attendance (Alphabetical by Name) 

Joseph Alp, Newton, Legion Post #157 

Michael Brick, Hamburg, Legion Post #132 

Louis Bustamante, Hamburg, Legion Post #132 

Luke Butler, Newton, Legion Post #86 

Schuyler Caffrey, Branchville, Legion Post #213 

James Carolan, Newton, Legion Post #157 

Wooje Chang, Flanders, Legion Post #278 

Jonathan Couce, Newton, Legion Post #86 

Francis Cutrone, Andover, Legion Post #132 

Robert Farrell, Hopatcong, Legion Post #278 

Darian Ghassemzadeh, Andover, Legion Post #278 

Matthew Harper, Glenwood, Legion Post #132 

Frank Heter, Andover, Legion Post #86 

Liam Hinkes, Sandyston, Legion Post #157 

Tyler Hunt, Layton, Legion Post #157 

Steven Kelly, Newton, Legion Post #86 

Dominic Labell, Stanhope, Legion Post #278 
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Kyle Lackey, Newton, Legion Post #157 

Jordan Le frois, Newton, Legion Post #86 

Byongho Lee, Sussex, Legion Post #213 

Brian MacDowall, Newton, Legion Post #348 

Kevin Mcgowan, Newton, Legion Post #157 

Connor McLaughlin, Flanders, Legion Post #278 

Mathias Mereles, Stanhope, Legion Post #278 

Corey Mitchener, Franklin, Legion Post #132 

Conor O'Leary, Lafayette, Legion Post #213 

John Phillips, Sparta, Legion Post #0 

Jacob Quasius, Stanhope, Legion Post #278 

Brian Reznik jr, Newton, Legion Post #157 

Nicholas Romyns, Newton, Legion Post #157 

Patrick Stanton, Hopatcong, Legion Post #278 

Matthew Sullivan, Budd Lake, Legion Post #278 

Stephen Vocaturo, Sparta, Legion Post #491 

Ryan Walburn, Vernon, Legion Post #132 

Michael Zukswert, Lafayette, Legion Post #213 

### 

 

About American Legion Jersey Boys State (ALJBS) 

In its 68th year, ALJBS is a week-long experience that educates, trains, and inspires New Jersey’s youth so that each statesman may 

become a lifelong leader of character committed to service, respect, and Americanism. ALJBS is a college-level seminar that teaches 

citizenship, politics, and leadership to more than 1,000 rising-seniors in high school. ALJBS is among the most respected and selective 

educational programs of its kind in the country. All expenses are typically donated by a sponsoring American Legion Post, a local 

business, or a community-based organization. To learn more, please visit aljbs.org. 
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